
Math 203-001 Spring 2011
Linear Algebra
TR 1:30-2:45, LH, Room 2
Instructor: Dr. Mikhail Matveev
Office: ST-1, Room 222D
Office hours: TR 3:00-4:00 and by appointment
E-mail mmatveev@gmu.edu

Course web page http://math203spring2011.wordpress.com/
(also accessible from the Math department page
http://math.gmu.edu/courseinformation.htm )

Text: Linear Algebra and its Applications by David C. Lay, Third Edition. The
book has a very useful additional CD and the website http://laylinalgebra.com

We will cover the following sections of the book 1.1-1.5, 1.7-1.9, 2.1-2.3,
3.1-3.3, 4.1-4.7, 5.1-5.4, 6.1-6.6 (and if time allows, some more)
Topics discussed: Systems of linear equations, matrices, determinants, vector
spaces, eigenvalues and eigenvectors, orthogonality, the method of least squares.

Prerequisite: C or better in Math 114

Homework will consist of two parts:
(1) Regular homework from the book that will be assigned after every class.

I expect that before working on homework problems, you read the corresponding
section of the book, and perhaps take a look at the study guide in the book CD.

(2) Four turn-in homework assignments.

Grading. Your grade will be based on the following:
1. Exams. There will be three exams on February 24, March 31, and April

28 (tentative; dates may change). Each exam is worth 100 points. Two best
count towards your grade.

2. Turn-in homework. Each turn-in homework assignment is worth 25
points. Three best of the four count towards your grade.

3. Final Exam. (200 points) Thursday, May 12, 1:30—4:15

Using books, notes, calculators and laptops or cell phones is NOT allowed
during exams.

You are strongly encouraged to use MATLAB software when working on
homework to compare MATLAB results with those you get “by hand”.



Grading scale: (in % of the maximum possible)

90-100 A
80-89 B
70-79 C
60-69 D
<60 F

“+” or “-” can be applied in boundary situations.

Some dates: First day of class: Tuesday, January 25
Spring Break: March 14- March 20
Reading day: Monday May 9
Last day of class: Tuesday, May 10

If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommoda-
tions, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Resources
at 703/993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that
office.
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